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President’s Letter to Membership 

 
Dear Fellow Dancers, 

 

It is with a great deal of sadness that I must inform you that the Mid-Ohio Boogie Bash, originally scheduled to 

resume this August in Columbus, has been cancelled.  Georgia and Jim Watson, Directors of this event, were just 

recently notified by the Embassy Suites that the hotel will not be available this summer as it will be undergoing 

renovations.  Refunds will be issued for anyone who has already sent in their reservation.  Many ONCJC members 

were looking forward to renewing friendships made at previous Boogie Bashes.  Our flyer table does have a 

sampling of other weekend events available.  The ABA website, www.americanbopassociation.com, can also be 

accessed to locate special weekend dance events around the United States.  Check these out to see if any event 

might meet your needs! 

 

It is becoming more difficult these days to find an adequate location to hold not only weekend events, but also 

dances.  The Steele City Boogie Club relocated their event for this April to the Doubletree Hotel in Cranberry, 

PA.  Their former site, an Embassy Suites, was sold and is being converted into senior housing.  Many ABA clubs 

hold their dances in bars, lounges, and/or restaurants.  We are fortunate to have Silver Springs, The Heritage Barn, 

and The Greek Center in which to schedule our specialty dances. 

 

MaryEllen and Nanette are busy cooking up some wonderful surprises for our annual St Patrick’s Day Dance on 

Wednesday, March 14.  Please join us in the celebration by wearing green - the color of the day!  A new event 

added to this year’s schedule is a Meet Me In The Middle Dance with our Pittsburgh friends.  Mark your calendars 

for October 6.  More details will follow shortly.  Our up-to date calendar of events can be found in this newsletter 

or on our website, www.oncjc.org. 

 

Until next time, happy to be your President 

 

Cheryl Minnich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 

FEBRUARY 7, 2018 

1. Membership packets will 

include the updated By-Laws 

and Standing Rules 

2. Standing Rules revised 

3. 2018 Charity presented (see 

article in this newsletter). 

http://www.oncjc.org/
mailto:info@ONCJC.org
http://www.oncjc.org/
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West Coast Swing 
Excerpts taken from an article by Larry Fournier 

 

Many dancers are taking West Coast Swing lessons and “strutting their stuff.”  Now that West Coast Swing is so very 
popular, dance floors are crowded to capacity.  Dance floor courtesy is more important than ever to prevent injuries and 
keep focus on dance enjoyment.  One way you and your partner can enjoy dancing, without jostling or being jostled by 
dancers around you, is to maintain a slot.  
 
What is a Slot?  Imagine a lead partner standing in the center of, and looking down, a narrow straight line, which parallels 
either side of a rectangular dance floor.  Next, see the length of the imaginary line ending approximately four to five feet 
from its center in both directions with a width of distance in which partners can comfortably pass while facing the same 
side wall or opposing side walls.  For example, in a side pass, the leader should step slightly to the side and guide the 
partner along the slot from one end to the other.  As they pass, the centers of their bodies face one another and the 
opposing sidewalls.  
 
What to Do?  We can respect other dancers by staying within the length and width boundaries of a slot.  On crowded 
dance floors leaders can keep partners closer and face sidewalls rather than opposite ends of the slot, passing side-by-
side rather than shoulder-to-shoulder.  If we are experienced dancers, we can recognize that patterns are becoming more 
complex, dancers are having more difficulty keeping within their slot and dance floors are becoming more crowded.  Thus, 
we should choose to execute the more complex patterns only when space is available to perform them safely.  We can 
also dance parallel to other couples in order to minimize collisions that occur when we choose slots at right angles to other 
dancers.  Let’s all be safe dancers and not spoil a very good thing. 
 
Leading and Following:  Everyone knows intellectually that in a dance partnership one person leads and one person 
follows.  The two halves make a whole, which, in theory, creates harmony on the dance floor.  Why then, does the concept 
of leading and following often result in conflict, rather than harmony?  Because a partnership is comprised of more than 
intellect, it’s also built on emotion, interpretation and skill.  It has been said, “it is exciting to dance with a partner who 
has total confidence in their leads as well as the followers feeling and no guesswork is involved.”  One can trust the leader 
to tell the follower what to do with precision, timing, and dashing elegance of style.  But we are only human.  Giving up 
control to a partner is difficult and sometimes against one’s upbringing.  So, inevitably one ventures to “help” the partner.  
Usually this results in embarrassment, confusion, pain, or a combination of the three.  On the other hand, one of the most 
common complaints from followers is they don’t feel the lead, that it is mushy and confusing.  Another chronic complaint 
is the leader uses too much strength, pulling, throwing and pushing followers, rather than just leading them.  Here are a 
few guidelines for leaders and followers to help increase harmony and decrease conflict. 
 
GUYS:  Guide your partner through the dance:  Force should never be used.  If your partner does not follow a lead, regroup 
or lead a simpler step rather than forcing the next step. 
 
Lead on time:  In swing, most leads come right after the rock step, (rock step, “and”).  Remember, a follower is doing just 
that, following, you know what your next step will be (well you usually know), but she doesn’t.  If you don’t prep the step 
before you move into it, the lead will be late and your follower can’t be held responsible. 
 
Lead with precision:  Excessive motion of the hands, arms or body can result in confusing leads.  For example, if you want 
your partner to turn more than once, keep your arm up after the first turn and that will indicate multiple turns.  If you 
bring the arm down and up again the follower will stop turning in midstream.  If you want to end the turn, however, you 
just bring the arm down to indicate that.   
 
Lead steps your partner will understand.  After dancing just a short while, you usually know whether your partner is a 
beginner.  No need to make a beginner feel inadequate.  You can always show your partner your “best steps” later off the 
dance floor. 
 
GALS:  Give up control:  Followers should not anticipate their leaders.  You can’t read his mind so why try.  Spend your 
time on the dance floor putting flair into your steps rather than trying to second guess your partner. 
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Respond actively to your partner’s leads.  A common complaint from leaders is that followers extend their arms from the 
shoulders, especially on a rock step, which makes leading very difficult.  This is too much extension.  Followers as well as 
leaders need to keep rounded elbows when at rest from a step and let any elasticity come from below the shoulders.  The 
opposite problem is the other extreme, when followers are tense in the arms and the leader finds it difficult to lead them 
at all.  When the arms are too tight, movement is constricted and it is much harder to “read” leads.   
 
Coordinate your style:  Try to coordinate your style with your partner’s style.  This doesn’t mean losing your individuality.  
You can keep your individual flourishes while adjusting to the leader’s style.  Followers should try to dance with their 
partners, not overwhelm then.  A good partnership even for a three-minute song is what makes swing dancing fun and 
exhilarating. 
 
 

MARCH DANCE LESSONS  

Lessons Date Line Dances 

West Coast Swing Les M. 
7 

Cruisin’ Little Red Book 

West Coast Swing Les M. 
14 

Ms. Jody’s Thang Old Bones 

West Coast Swing Les M. 
21 

Colorado Cha-Cha Some Enchanted Evening 

Line Dance Technique Steve and Maria M. 
28 

Swamp Thang Tush Push 

 

 

ONCJC DJs – Ed, Mary, Jerry, Lou, Roy, 
Dave 

 DJ Schedule  

SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGES DUE TO 

ADDITIONAL DJ’S & VACATIONS 

March 

7 JERRY G./LOU C. 

14 DAVE W./MARY F. 

21 LOU C./JERRY G. 

28 MARY F./DAVE W. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH DOOR GREETERS 

7 Debbie Glenny and Ed Uhlir 

14 Deborah McGill and Ronald Adorni 

21 Linda Thomas and Paul R. Jewel 

28 Janet Loew and Patrick Connolly 
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2018 Board Members:   
Jeff Pifer 

Carol Kyle 
Delbert Stewart, 
Nancy Wilson, 
Maria Mayo, 

Cheryl Minnich, 
Linda Rios 

Ruth McGraw 
John Inks 

 

 

Valentine Celebration 
 
A wonderful time was had by one and all at the Wednesday night Valentine’s Day Celebration. The pizza 
appetizer and supplemental treats and desserts brought in by members were colorful and delicious.  Thanks go 
out to Kathy McGinnis and her committee for their time and efforts in coordinating such a fantastic event. 
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2018 CHARITY 

The Charity Committee is pleased to announce the Akron Blind Center has been chosen as our Charity for 2018. 

This charity was selected from a pool of ten very worthy candidates submitted for consideration.  Many thanks to 

our members who provided charity suggestions, and rest assured that those charities not selected this year will be 

in our pool of candidates for next year! 

The Akron Blind Center is a membership-based non-profit organization incorporated in 1948 to serve the blind 

and low vision communities.  They also provide resources, programs, services and classes for Summit and 

surrounding counties.  They provide a sense of belonging, purpose, and accomplishment to members in a safe 

and fun learning and social environment.  They are always accepting new members and volunteers, no matter 

what level of vision. 

The Summit County Society of the Blind was founded in 1913 by individuals who were blind to give support to 

those who were basically shut-ins and began its primary mission to meet the needs of those with vision loss.  The 

Society became incorporated in 1948 as the Akron Blind Center and Workshop, later becoming the Akron Blind 

Center, Inc., which was established to promote education, outreach, social and recreational activities, as well as 

to support the independence of people who are blind and legally blind.  Membership is currently over 100 

members, and they are seeking to expand their reach and serve more people, all the while educating the public of 

these champions of overcoming adversity.  Classes are offered three days each week, with a social day each 

Wednesday.  They also offer mentor programs for younger or recently transitioning sight loss adults, who are 

partnered with an “experienced” individual who can offer valuable insights and information, as well as 

encouragement to a scary and lonely experience.  Within the Akron Blind Center is a small store that offers aids 

and devices to both members and the public.  These items include magnifiers, talking products such as watches, 

alarm clocks, etc., as well as a wide variety of other items which help the visually impaired with everyday 

activities. 

The Akron Blind Center also conducts several community outreach programs.  Members visit civic, social, 

service, educational and professional groups with free informational programs about blindness and vision loss, 

and the services, programs and resources offered at the Center.  They currently knit over 1,500 hats each year and 

donate them mostly to first grade classes, young cancer patients, Stewart’s Caring Place (a free cancer resource 

center) and hospice patients.  The outreach program recently added a new “Backpack Project” to provide 

backpacks filled with specialty items and school supplies to area school children who have been identified as 

blind and visually impaired.  The Center also has a summer braille bridge program to keep braille fresh in the 

minds of young students.  Speaking of students, they offer a very unique secondary scholarship program to offset 

the very high cost of education, which is much more than the usual burden for the sighted.  In addition, they offer 

youth and young adult social programs where “kids can just be kids,” doing everything from pizza parties to 

karaoke to fun activities; it is also an opportunity for parents to get together to know they are not “alone.” 

The Akron Blind Center is not state or federally funded and operates almost entirely by trusts and donations from 

individuals and foundations. The Charity Committee believes that the money so generously donated by our Club 

members during our 2018 fundraising efforts will be tremendously beneficial to the Akron Blind Center members, 

those people whom the Center serves, and the community members who are impacted through the many outreach 

programs provided by the Center.  The Charity Committee thanks you in advance for your generous support of 

our 2018 Charity – the Akron Blind Center. 
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2018 ONCJC ACTIVITY SCHEDULE 

DATE ACTIVITY CHAIRPERSON  

March 14 St Patrick’s Day/Cake Mary Ellen & Nanette  

    

April 18 Home Opener Jack Lavis  

    

May 5 Spring Dance  Ruth McGraw Silver Springs Lodge 

May 23 Memorial Day Cheryl Minnich  

    

June 20 Charity Event Mary Friberg  

    

July 18 Ice Cream Social   

    

August 29 Tailgate   

    

October 19 Fall Dance Linda Rios Heritage Barn 

October 31 Halloween   

    

November 7 Veteran’s Day Cheryl Minnich  

    

December 8 Christmas Dance John and Penny Inks Greek Community Center 

    

*** 2nd Wednesday of each month is BIRTHDAY CAKE & CLUB SHIRT NIGHT 

 
 

2018 ABA Club Events 

April 5-8.               Boogie in the Burgh (20th Anniversary) 
November 7-11.   Move Across the River in Cincinnati 

 
 

2 Brenda (Darlene) 

 

11 Sharon L. 

2 Linda M. 11 Rose M. 

3 Nick G. 12 Evelyn H. 

5 Marcie R. 14 Esther M. 

6 Janis B. 15 Kap C. 

6 Sanda K. 15 Anita K. 

8 George L. 15 Edward E. P. 

9 Cindy H. 20 Marie Z. 

9 Eric J. 25 Kathleen G. 

9 Cindy O. 25 Chris L. 

10 Julie C. 28 Ted M. 

11 Verne F. 28 Pamella S. 

 

http://theultimatelifelist.blogspot.com/2012/03/st-patricks-day-facts.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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