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President’s Letter to Membership 

Greetings, Fellow Dancers- 

March is upon us!  Spring is truly just around the corner, although who could complain 

about the weather this winter.  March heralds the blossoming of the early spring flowers, 

the sounds of birds as they return to our area, warmer temperatures, and days filled with 

longer periods of light. 

ONCJC also is blossoming not only in membership, but in the events planned for this month.  

We will be presenting our 20th Anniversary club shirts on March 8; see further details in 

this newsletter.  Maryellen Schonover and her committee have been busy planning our 

annual St. Patrick’s Day celebration for March 15.  Rumor has it, everyone is Irish at this 

time of year, so don your favorite green attire and join us. 

Over the years ONCJC and its members have had many wonderful events and celebrations.  

As I am reviewing the club’s history, I have discovered “re-gifting,” an idea used in the 

formative years.  Probably, each of us has received a gift at 

some point in our lives that is “not quite us!”  Most of the 

times these items are stored somewhere only to be forgotten 

and eventually discarded.  But….what if these items were 

donated to the club to be utilized in future baskets at our 

special events or door prizes on a Wednesday night?  Other 

dance clubs are doing this with great success.  So, as you are 

doing your spring cleaning, consider bringing re-giftable 

small items to club.  I will collect them for future use.  Who 

knows where your item may appear. 

Until next time…. 

 As always, happy to be your President, 

Cheryl  

http://www.oncjc.org/
http://www.oncjc.org/


Back to The Basics 
Penny Inks 

 

John & I would like to introduce you to two of our newer members to the club.  They have volunteered to teach Cha-

Cha for the month of March.  Please welcome them and get to know them.  They have written bios to give you some 

back ground of their life and dance experience. 

My story is pretty centered on dancing. I was born at Beaumont hospital in Sterling Heights, 

MI.  When I was 18 months old I started Mommy and Me tumbling and then gymnastics 

as I got a little older.  It was that interest that lead me to dance.  Throughout my life moving 

from Michigan, to Strongsville, OH, to my family home in LaGrange, OH, and then finally 

to my collegiate home in Kent, OH; dancing has been a big part of my life.  Since I was 13 

I have studied different dance forms at private schools.  Ballet, contemporary, and jazz are 

some of my favorites.  I began my college experience in the 8th grade, and graduated high 

school with an associate's degree, choosing to complete my bachelor's at Kent State 

University.  At Kent State I decided to study French, history, and art history.  I will be 

graduating in May 2017.  Kent exposed me to swing dance and through my dance teacher 

I discovered ONCJC.  She said it was a local swing club and should look into attending.  I 

told my boyfriend, Kevin, about it and we decided to attend one night as a date.  We became 

ONCJC members the very next week.  

 

I was born in Mt Clemens, Michigan, on December 23, 1993, at St. Joseph’s hospital.  I am 

the youngest of 3 sons to Mark and Kris.  My father was a soldier for 21 years, so I got to 

experience some incredible places.  Being a military family we lived life on the move and 

I got to grow up here in the US and also spent about three years in Heidelberg, Germany.  

We moved back to the United States as my Dad was retiring from the Army, and beginning 

a second career driving a truck for Republic sanitation services of Elyria.  My mom began 

a second career, transitioning from being a government service worker, to working in legal 

and financial services for Ameriprise Financial and now for a small trading firm of 

Ashland.  I finished high school here in Ohio and afterwards I decided to attend Kent State 

University.  In my time there I dabbled in some different dance forms taking classes in 

ballroom.  My instructor, however, was a former competitor and taught us basics of: salsa, 

swing and hip hop.  I took her class, once, and helped her teach it for two semesters on top 

of that.  While salsa is my first love in terms of dance, swing is a close second.  I completed 

my bachelor's degree in International Relations from Kent State in May 2016, which is 

where I also met my lovely and beautiful girlfriend Jen.  We came to ONCJC in September 

on the recommendation of Jen’s dance instructor at the University.  We immediately loved 

the people and environment.  The very next week we joined ONCJC. 

Dance Lesson Information 

MARCH DANCE LESSONS 

Lessons Date Line Dances 

Cha-cha Maria and Steve M. 1 Tush Push Swamp Thang 

Cha-cha Kevin and Jennifer 8 Uptown Funky Cruisin’ 

Cha-cha Kevin and Jennifer 15 Biker Shuffle Barn Dance 

Cha-cha Kevin and Jennifer 22 Little Red Book Continental 

 

 

Kevin Farlow 

Jennifer Dobrilovic 



Dance Survey -- What You Asked For! 
Penny Inks 

John & I recently took a written survey regarding what dances you would like to see more of and the level of them.  

We had a very good return and many useful comments.  There was request for less beginner moves and more 

intermediate moves.  We are going to try our best to give you what you, as members of ONCJC, would like to have. 

Keep in mind as we increase the level of the dance moves it will be required that you know the beginner steps as 

well as the basics of the dances.  Those will not be taught on that night.  We have started the series of  “Back to the 

Basics”.  These series of dances will cover what you need to know and be able to do in order for our instructors to 

teach the moves properly.  There was a meeting with the instructors and the biggest comment made was people don’t 

know the basics of the dances regarding frame and footwork.  The first half of the year we are going to concentrate 

on the basics of many of the dances.  Please attend as many of those lessons as possible and practice.  That way you 

are ready to go.  We encourage you to use other forms of learning tools.  They can consist of other teachers, private 

lessons, you-tube and so on.  Please keep in mind our instructors/teachers are not professionals, but knowledgeable 

in the dance and able and willing to help you out in any way they possibility can.  Members added comments such 

as an overabundance of talking in the class and not able to hear the instructors teaching.  The microphone will be 

used but the rest is up to the people taking the lesson to give the instructors the floor.  If you have any questions, 

please ask them or wait till after the class to discuss the comments. 

The recording of lessons was also brought up.  John and I are in the process of checking 

with all the instructors to make sure this is acceptable with them.  We are also checking 

into putting the lessons on the website.  This may take a little time.  A release form 

will have to be initiated through the board. 

John and I thank you for all your feedback.  We will be glad to take any comments or 

suggestions at any time.  Our answers may not always be right then, but we will get 

your answers to you. 

 

“Do you want to Dance?” 
John I. 

In January, I started a series on tips and techniques to hopefully help us all be better dancers 
and have more fun dancing.  This month I want to focus on the importance of dancing with 

beginners as well as other partners.  
 
While there is no question dancing with a better partner will make you look good, it is not the 

best way to practice lead and/or follow skills.  What happens if we only dance with dancers of 
equal ability?  Our lead and follow skills will deteriorate over time because we are not working 
them very hard.  After some time, you may be surprised to find you can’t dance with beginners 

very well because we learn to lead/follow better dancing with less experienced dancers. 
 

We also can’t become a good dancer by dancing “only” with the same partner all the time. 
Dancing only with each other, you will become good at dancing with each other with all the 
mistakes and bad habits that become “correct” for you.  Every leader, leads slightly different 

and every follower, follows slightly different as well.  All your weaknesses as a leader or follower 
show up when you dance with either a beginner or a different partner.  

 
Dancing with a beginner or other partner is a good reality check. After the dance, ask yourself 
why each incorrect move or pattern did not work.  When you figure it out work on incorporating 

the fixes into your dance. 
 
 

 



 DJ Schedule  
Schedule is subject to change due to additional DJs, sickness and vacations.  

March  April 

1 Lou C. – Dave W.  5 Eddy C. – Jerry G.  

8 Eddy C. – Jerry G.  12 Dave W. – Lou C.  

15 Dave W. – Lou C.  19 Jerry G. – Eddy C. 

22 Jerry G. – Eddy C. 26 Lou C. – Dave W. 

29 Lou C. – Dave W.    

 

2017 ONCJC ACTIVITY SCHEDULE 

20th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

DATE ACTIVITY CHAIRPERSON  

3-15 St. Patrick’s Day Celebration Mary Ellen S.  

    

4-12 Home Opener Quirk/cake Jack L.  

    

5-6 CINCO DE MAYO SPRING DANCE Maria and Steve M. SILVER SPRINGS LODGE 

5-24 Memorial Day Red, White and Blue   

    

6-21 Charity Dance Mary F., Carol K.  

    

7-5 Ice cream Social Ed C.  

    

8-5 SUMMER BEACH PARTY  SILVER SPRINGS LODGE 

    

9-6 Football-Tailgate Party/cake   

    

10-20 PIG ROAST (Indoor/Outdoor Event)  AT HERITAGE BARN 

10-25  Halloween Party   

    

11-8 Veteran’s Day/cake Cheryl M.  

    

12-9 20th ANNIVERSARY HOLIDAY DANCE Kap C. GREEK COMMUNITY  

CENTER 

    

*** 2nd Wednesday of each month is BIRTHDAY CAKE & CLUB SHIRT NIGHT 

Valentines Dance - A “sea of red” could easily be seen on the dance floor 

as ONCJC celebrated its annual Valentine's dance.  The red tablecloths 

were adorned with a glass vase arrangement of an artificial red rose, red 

foil spikes and real pussywillows.  These centerpieces and two bags of 

homemade peppermint bark were awarded to 12 lucky winners.  A guess 

the number of jelly beans container was won by Mary Friberg who stated “I sure 

know my candy!”  Music was provided by our own deejay, Dave Wilson.  And we 

cannot forget to mention the delicious foods provided by our members.  Kathy 

McGinnis and her committee worked very hard to supply us with sloppy joe 

sliders, soft drinks, and a memorable evening. 



20th Anniversary Club Shirts 

On Wednesday, March 8 our new club shirts honoring the 20th Anniversary of ONCJC 

will go on sale.  We are working with a local company, Redfish Promotions, located on 

Portage in Cuyahoga Falls. 

Our anniversary logo of black with platinum thread will be embroidered on a white 

shirt.  A selection of men's/women's long sleeved button down collar oxford or a 60/40 

three button polo is available.  Sample shirts for sizing as well as order forms will be 

available March 8, 15, and 29.   Orders placed by these two dates will be available 

before Boogie in the Burgh.  Help us celebrate and advertise our club by purchasing 

and wearing a club shirt.  (Prices were not finalized at the time of this article, but will 

be available prior to the first sale date.) 

 

  
 

Great dancers are not 

Great because of only their 

Technique, they are great 

Because of their passion. 

 

Martha Graham 

March Door Greeters  

1 Barbara Lee and Ed Leszek  

8 Chris G and Bonnie G  

15 Autumn Lemon and Nick Davis  

22 ? and ?  

29 Kelly L Douglas  

 

 

 

Susan Sewell, a former member, passed away 
in February.  She was a member of ONCJC from 
1998 to 2015 when transportation and health 
issues prevented her from attending club dances.  
Susan will be remembered for the many times she 
volunteered her time and her talents over the 
years.   

May She Rest In Peace. 
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3 Nick G. 

5 Greg R. 

6 Janis B. 

8 George L. 

9 Cindy H. 

9 Cindy O. 

11 Verne F. 

11 Sharon L. 

12 Evelyn H. 

14 Esther M. 

15 Kap C. 

25 Chris L. 

26 Scott B. 

28 Ted M. 

28 Pamella S. 

 

Saint Patrick’s Day Celebration 

Corn beef and cabbage will again be prepared by our very own 

leprechaun, Nanette Wilson.  We would appreciate any covered dishes to 

help round out the menu.   
 

Be sure to wear something GREEN for a chance to win a 

treasure.  If you would like to be on the committee please see Maryellen S. 
 

 

SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 

February 8, 2017 Executive Meeting 

1. Lifetime Membership criteria was established and will be presented at the General Meeting, April 12 at 

6:45 pm. 

2. Club Anniversary shirts to be presented and sold in March.  Redfish Productions in Cuyahoga Falls will 

be embroidering a special 20th Anniversary club emblem on the shirts. 

3. Club charity for 2017 is the Springtime of Hope, a non-profit organization serving the local poor and 

homeless in Summit and Stark counties.  They not only supply food and clothing, but operate five 

transitional homes for men and women who have successfully completed rehab and are now ready and 

willing to prepare for their future. 

4. Committee reports: 

a. By-laws is in need of a chair to work with a team of members to review and update the club by-

laws 

b. Dance lessons are planned thru June.  Recent survey results will be posted in the March 

newsletter. 

c. Membership-243 

d. Need an updated deejay picture 

e. Photo Gallery now includes many pictures from the club’s early days 

 



ABA NATIONAL MEETING, JANUARY 7, 2017 

Delegates from 26 of the 34 member clubs converged on the Millenium Maxwell Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee, for 

the yearly meeting.  Friday evening was an opportunity to visit with old friends and make new acquaintances at a 

social dance hosted by Nashville’s own, Music City Bop Club. 
 

Saturday’s business meeting was called to order promptly at 9 AM by Paul Hennessey, acting President.  Following 

the reading and acceptance of the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports, Bud Waters was voted in as President and 

Pete Nolan as Treasurer.  Committees reports followed noting there are 62 living members if the ABA Hall of Fame.  

Induction of new members will be in installed at Boogie in the Bluegrass in Louisville, Kentucky, in October. 
 

Everyone is encouraged to check out the website, www.americanbopassociation as access to member club’s websites 

and individual club information can be found.  Music licensing discounted thru the ABA was discussed.  Upcoming 

2017 cruise reportedly has 212 members departing in January for the Caribbean and 72 members in March for 

Hawaii.  The 2016 post convention reports were given.  The ABA continues to contribute $75 towards a club banner 

for any new club interested.   
 

While the ABA is able to offer music licensing at a discounted rate, liability insurance varies from state to state and 

a blanket coverage nationally is not able to be offered.  During the meeting budgets were approved, 2018 Convention 

proposals accepted and January 13 was set as the tentative date for the 2018 ABA meeting. 
 

The Gary Chaney “Ambassador of Dance” Award was established, honoring the man who gave so much of his life 

to the world of dance and its betterment.  Recipients will be considered for those individuals who also have promoted 

the art of dance in their clubs as well as thru the ABA. 
 

The weekend concluded with dinner and a dance hosted by the Music City Bop Club.  The ABA is available to assist 

member clubs in any way they can to continue sharing our love of dance and all of its benefits. 

 

 

Announcing ONCJC’s charity for this year. 

 

http://www.americanbopassociation/


 


