
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

A Christmas Wish from your President 
Cheryl Minich 

 
 

‘Twas the night before Christmas and all through the Quirk, 
Not a dancer was stirring, no spirits did lurk. 

The shoe bags were hung by the chimney with care, 
In hopes that the dance fairy soon would be there. 

The dancers were nestled all snug in their beds 
While visions of rock steps danced in their heads 

And all of our members in kerchiefs and caps, 
Had just settled down trying to catch some naps. 

When out on the dance floor there arose such a clatter, 
I sprang from my chair to see what was the matter! 

When what to my wondering eyes did appear 
But a rocking deejay with boom box and gear. 

The music so lively, the beat so strong, 
I knew in a moment I couldn’t go wrong. 

More rapid than Eagles the songs he did play, 
He whistled and shouted “You’ll want to stay” 
“Now Easters, now Westers, and Shaggers, too 

I have some wonderful music for you”. 
The tunes he was playing from his compact discs. 

Requests he did take written down on a list. 
His glasses slid down from the bridge of his nose, 
But that did not stop him from tapping his toes! 

Fast songs and slow songs and songs that I knew. 
The dancer inside me knew what to do. 

Ballroom or Latin or even Swing— 
I was not sure just what was my thing! 

The deejay was encouraging by what he said, 
“Come on the dance floor—you have nothing to dread. 

Light up the room with a smile on your face 
And others will follow to this happy place. 

Just do your best, and others will see 
Dancing is fun for both you and me”! 

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head 
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread. 

He spoke no more words, but went straight to his work 
And played all his tunes, then turned with a jerk. 

He gathered together his boombox and gear 
And was gone as quickly as he did appear. 

Next morning, I woke with a start. I declare, 
Did I dream it all up or was I really there? 

To be among friends is truly a gift. 
You really do give my spirits a lift 

So let me exclaim as holidays near, 
Merry Christmas to all and a Happy New Year! 
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Two Important Reminders 

#1- It is VERY important that you check your membership card 

for the expiration date!  You MUST renew during the month you 

joined or lose your $10 renewal discount. You will then have to 

pay the full $50 dues.   

#2- Show your membership card at the door every Wednesday! It 

is helpful for the new folks.  
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12-02 – Past   
12-09 – Ed Leszel & Barb Lee 
12-16 – Diane Brewster & Lucy Mahoney 
12-23 –  
12-30 – Kap Chermak &  
 
No one for January 
 

  DJ Schedule- 

  12-02 Jerry &  Roy  
  12-09 Lou & Dave 
  12-16 Roy & Jerry 
  12-23 Dave & Lou 
  12-30 Jerry & Roy 

January 
06   Lou & Dave 
13   Roy & Jerry 
20   Dave & Lou 
27   Jerry & Roy 

 

   

 

 
   Door 

  Greeters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get in Line for December Line Dances –  
02 – past 

09 - Swamp Thang             Barn Dance*** 
16 - Almost ChaCha          Spotlight Rumba 
23 - Bikers Shuffle             River Waltz 
30 - DJ's Choice 

January 
Line Dances- 
   06

th
     Electric Slide                  Colorado ChaCha 

   13
th      

Cupid Shuffle               Swamp Thang     
   20

th      
Tush Push                      Little Red Book 

   27
th      

Crusin’                          River Waltz 

 

 

December Dance Lessons 
NO Beginner Lessons on the 3rd floor in Dec. 
ECS – John& Penny (lessons) 16th, 23rd, 30th 
9th  The Barn Dance Lesson 
 
JANUARY 

 06
th 

     Shag-          Lou Chermak 
 13

th      
Hustle-        Chad Jennrich 

 20
th      

Hustle-        Chad Jennrich 
 27

th
   WCS-         Steve & Maria Mayo 

 
 

New Members Added to the Family! 

 

 
 
Patrick Connelly Janet Loew 
 
Lucy Mahoney Larry Stagney 

 

12-02 Jack J. Eglet 
12-04 Judyth Connor 
12-06 Celia Rogers 
12-07 Susan Lehrer 
12-08 John Lahrmer 
12-09 Tracy Brubaker 
12-12 Jack Lavis 
12-12 Diana L Williamson 
12-14 Joe May 
12-15 Dianne Beery 
12-16 Emmett Boyd 
12-17 Dave Jackovic 
12-17 Wanda  Kyser 
12-19 Lisa Aramouni 
12-20 Ron Caporlett 
12-23 Jim Fry 
12-25 Wendall "Fred" Standridge 
12-28 Jim Luecke 

 

Happiest 

 Birthday Ever! 

 

1 

 

 
Please do your part 
and “Volunteer at 
the Door”! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why in the world would I pick out such a background for this tribute?! Easy!  Because I 
so loved Don Ondecker! He was always such a gentleman and such a character at the same 
time. A twinkle in his eyes that never left along with an infectious laugh that stayed with you 
long after your time with him had passed.  Nope! No solemn background or tribute from this 
girl! No-sir-ree! 

 Most of you don’t know Don so let me start from the beginning.  Lou and I met Don and 
Patti (along with some other Charter Members) at a place called Sloopy’s in the valley.  They 
quickly took us under their wing, seeing how pathetic we were, and desperate to learn East 
Coast and Shag.  Don of coarse couldn’t help but tease us by shouting out “Who’s leading Lou, 
You or Kap? Hahahahah with that unforgettable laugh of his!  But he is the one who spent the 
time to teach us.  And boy could he dance!  And Twirl, twirl, twirl until your head was spinning! 
I loved it! 

 The group of us went down to Cincinnati’s, “Move Across the River”, where at that time 

they hosted nearly 2000 guests. We looked at each other on Saturday night and said, “We can 

do this!” and Ohio’s North Coast Jitterbug Connection was born amongst the 8 of us.  At the 

first meeting there were 3 more and we chose temporary officers, Don Ondecker was the 

Treasueer and remained so for 3 or 4 years.  He was an excellent Treasurer too. 

 By the time we were fully organized we had 15 Charter members who each paid their 

dues and ONCJC was on its way to becoming what you know it as today.  But nothing evolves 
without ups and downs.  And we had our share.  After our one and only three day weekend 
event there was a misunderstanding and a parting of the ways, I am telling you this only 
because it is an example of Don’s true character.  It wasn’t long before we were reconciled 
and great friends once again.  Don nor Patti could ever allow an incident come between the 
love of a true friendship. Don Ondecker was an example of a true friend.  In fact they were 
planning to come back to the club before his illness changed his mind.   He was a good and 
giving man who gave until he could give no more and still gave.  He was a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather, friend and dancer! 

  I will never be sad when I think of you, I will smile and laugh at your laugh; and 
every time I twirl I’ll think about your twirl; and every smile will remind me of your smile; but 
no one has your twinkle in their eyes but Lou.  

I am so proud to have been able to have called you friend! 

 I loved and love you Don Ondecker! 

 Dance with the Saints! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

DATE ACTIVITY CHAIRPERSON 

   

1-20-16 Soup Cook-off  

   

2-24 Sadie Hawkins Kap Chermak 

   

3-16 St. Patrick’s Day Mary Ellen Schonover 

   

4-13 Home Opener Quirk  (Cake) Jack & Barry 

   

4-23 Spring Swing  

   

5-4 Cinco de Mayo  

   

5-25 Memorial Day Red, White and Blue Les Merrill 

   

6-25 Summer Picnic  

   

7-13 Ice cream Social Ed Cetrone & Judy Connor 

   

8-10 Charity Event  

   

9-14 Football-Tailgate Party  

   

10-1 Fall Dance  

   

10-26 Halloween Party  

   

11-9 Veteran’s Day/   (Cake) Cheryl Minnich 

   

12-10 Holiday Party  

   

 2
nd

 Wednesday of each month is BIRTHDAY CAKE AND 

   

   

   

 

 

 
 

Be sure to visit your new club website at www.oncjc.org  

There you will find a world of information about your club. 

 

Pictures and event schedules of our club, as well as the ABA club schedules.  are in progress.  Links to the 

ABA site and much more! 

 

Join the site and get updates and news alert. 
 

 Contact your Board members and newsletter editor easily by using the new address:   info@ONCJC.org. 

Also contact the ABA direct: www.americanbopassociation.org  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gift of you! 
 

 As I have watched this club unfold and grow it has amazed me at every turn.  

It hasn’t always been a bed of roses and you would know I was lying if I said it 

was. But it was worth every struggle along the way, because in 2017 ONCJC will be 

20 year old and still going strong.  Vibrant, healthy, happy, with the nicest folks I’d 

ever want to meet anywhere! Little did I know when I embarked on this journey that it 

would be so rewarding.   

 I began as the club secretary for three years and moved up to President to 

hold that office for another three years. During my tenure as President is when I took 

on the duty of Newsletter Editor and have been doing this ever since.  Believe me it has 

evolved. Learning as I went along.  I had not the foggiest idea of how to produce a 

newsletter!  But as they say, “Where there’s a will, there’s a way”. And here I am, 

some 14 years later saying good bye to the newsletter. It’s time.  I find myself 

dragging my feet, partly because of health reasons, yes.  But partly because I’m just 

tired and have lost my enthusiasm.  My sister once said to another sister who had 

overextended herself (we all do it) “If it’s not fun, why do it?” I have loved doing the 

newsletter for years!  I love making you happy! My wonderful friends and members!  

But it has gotten to that point where I need to take her advice and pass it along to 

someone with new gusto! New ideas! New Charm!  And if they will let me, I may 

sneak in an article or one of my “Wise sayings” now and then. 

 I’m not going to fade away.  There are many ways I (and you) can help out 

at the club!  Won’t you join me?  I’m taking this time to get to know you better! 

Our members!  Because if it wasn’t for you, there’d be no ONCJC. You are our gift! 

I was there when we had only 63 members.  I was there when we hit 300. 

I will be around until they carry me out!  Be happy about that, or take it as fair 

warning!  HAHAHAHAHA 

 

 I truly love you all! 

 

 Kap Chermak 

 

 

Someone please step forward, you’ll have a lot of support from Emmett and myself.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from your ONCJC Club 

 Membership Co-Chairs 

Jeff Pifer and Linda Rios 

 

RENEWALS !!! 

November / December / January 

 

Please note, if your membership expires in November / December or January the 

Membership Committee will pre-populate your Membership Application with the 

information currently on file.  This is being done to reduce the number of Membership 

Applications currently being held, to ensure the correct information for each member is on 

file and to give you the opportunity to consider activities which support your club for which 

you may wish to volunteer for in the coming year. 

During each of the three months please see Linda or Jeff just after you check in at the door to 

review your Membership Application, note changes and pay your renewal fee of $40.00.  We 

will be seated under the MEMBERSHIP sign attached to the windows next to the check in 

desk. 

Thank you for your renewal !! 

 



 

 

 

 

 


