
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Presidents Opening Greeting 
Pg.02 – Schedules and Announcements 
Pg.03 -  Linda White – “The Boys of the Band” 
Pg. 05 – Dianne Beery – Guest Article 
Pg. 06 – Remembering Cinco de` Mayo 
Pg. 07 – Carol Kyle– The Charity Committee 
Pg. 08 – Calendar of Events 
Pg. 09 – Summer Picnic Flyer 
Pg. 10 – Renewal Form 
Pg. 11 –on… Flyers out and about 

 

It is VERY important that you check your 

membership card for the expiration date!  You 
MUST renew during the month you joined 

or lose your $10 renewal discount. You will then 
have to pay the full $50 dues. 
 

Hello Friends! 

June is busting out all over!  It is GREAT to have the warm days!!  There isn’t much time left to get 

your tickets for the summer event on the 28th!  I have seen all the plans and it really looks like an 

event you DON’T want to miss!!!  Judy Connor and her committee have worked very hard to keep 

the price down and the quality high!  An old fashioned summer picnic and dance!  I will see you there 

I’m sure! 

June 4th is our General Membership Meeting.  It is set to begin at 6:45 sharp and I am planning to see 

our entire regular membership to be there.  There will be no dance lessons this night because of the 

meeting.  This is your club and your opportunity to give the Executive Board some feedback.  We 

would love to know what you think. 

June 11th is the regular Executive Board Meeting. This will give us time to discuss what you brought 

to the meeting.  You are invited to attend this meeting as well, but the 4th is when you are invited to 

bring your ideas, suggestions, and concerns to the attention to your officers. 

I wish to thank Carol Kyle and her committee for the fun they gave the members on Cinco de` Mayo, 

May 7th. 

July is full of events at the club and out-of-town too; they are all included in the “Calendar of Events” 

and some of them have flyers attached with all their information included.  Be sure to take the time 

to read them. 

So until next time – Dance, Have Fun, and Make a new Friend 

Jack Lavis, President 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting you at the door this month is – 

04 – Judy Connor and Ed Cetrone  
11 – Bob and Jo Folatko 
18 – Nancy Wilson and Marla McNabb 
25 – Carmela Ventura and Cinda O’Shaughnessy 
This is a volunteer organization. Everyone who is a member is expected to   
volunteer in some capacity.  The door is the easiest way to meet your 
obligation and at the same time get to know your fellow members!  If you 
haven’t yet… it IS time to step up. 
 

 

DJ Schedule- 

04 – Roy Mounts and Fred Standridge 
11 – Lou Chermak and Dave Wilson 
18 – Fred Standridge and Roy Mounts 
25 – Dave Wilson and Lou Chermak 
 
Thanks to Jerry Galas for being our stand-by DJ & playing for 
our special events! Love ya Jer! Love your music too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Line up for the Line Dances 

04th Continental & East Coast Mixer 

11th Tush Push & East Coast BD Mixer 

18th Little Red Book & River Waltz 

25th Cuban Walk & Swing Switch 

 

Dance Lessons you won’t want to miss!! 
No lessons June 4th due to the General Membership Meeting so you can go to that. 
11th Tush Push review request by new members 
18th Technique class to enhance your dancing 
25th Musicality—come join us as we learn about different rhythms 

 

Let’s Welcome our New Members & Friends! 

Julie Cagle     Sally Kelley  Marvin Strauss   

Vickie Kay Koontz   and     Ken McHenry     

 

06-01 Mickey McGrainor 

06-01 Nanette Wilson 

06-05 Ron Grinder 

06-05 Ron Taggart 

06-08 Donald Urbancic 

06-12 Bert Henry 

06-14  Ken McHenry 

06-14 Nancy Wilson 

06-16 Les Merrill 

06-17 Joe Paonessa 

06-18 John Inks 

06-19 Mary Peticca 

06-21 Barbara Bennett 

06-27 Deborah McDade 

06-30 Duane Shepler 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“THE BOYS IN THE BAND” 

Written by Linda G. White 

 

The boys in our band may not all have musical backgrounds, but they sure love music, and that’s partly why they 

volunteered for the job. When our club was just getting started, its original DJ was commanding a price tag too steep 

for a club so newly minted, so it was decided to take the Dj-ing in-house and put to use the talents of those who 

volunteered to help out.  

And just who are these talented guys we rely on every week and how did they get involved in this effort? They’re 

composed of four regulars, taking turns on alternate weeks and working in pairs, plus one substitute who fills-in when 

needed and also works the special dances the club periodically sponsors. Most of the time they are fairly invisible, 

unless, that is, they’re fielding an occasional complaint about the music being too loud, not loud enough, or too 

difficult to dance to. They also try to accommodate special requests – but let’s not all ask on the same night!  

As a founder and charter member of the club, Lou Chermak is also the senior member of the DJs, and       

Chairman of the DJ Committee. He was the first, 16 or so years ago, to don the DJ’s cap when it was 

decided they would go in-house rather than pay $150 to have someone else play the music. So before 

the club began to amass its own equipment and music collection, Lou got speakers from his sons, copied 

music from Don Ondecker’s Jukeboxes, and put to use his own CD player to fill the hall with music and 

its floor with dancers. He was also instrumental in setting up a $100 per month club music fund, allotted 

from the club’s treasury, to purchase equipment and the over 2000 songs the club currently has at the 

tips of the DJ’s fingers! Lou, who has a significant personal collection as well, will sometimes announce a song before 

he plays it, adding a personal touch that reminds dancers the music they’re dancing to doesn’t play itself.  

In addition to being a very good dancer, Lou is also happily married to Kap, without whom our monthly newsletter just 

wouldn’t be the same. What some of you may not know is that Lou is also married to his pipe – and when their 

rendezvous requires time away from the tools of the DJ trade, he’ll start a long-running song that enables him to grab a 

couple of precious minutes outside for a quick jolt of nicotine. He attempts to mitigate his only vice, and said pipe’s 

negative affects, with careful attention to his diet and exercise regime that includes not only dancing but a good two-

mile walk every day. And he does love to dance which is, as we all know, great exercise – and if you ask, he will dance 

between the beginnings and endings of songs whenever possible.  

As much as he’s always loved music, Lou never played an instrument himself, but each of his three sons do. Between 

them, they are self-taught on guitar, banjo, piano, and accordion – talents that likely emanate from Lou whose affinity 

for music and dancing “freestyle” began in high school, and from there he continued “freestyling” it right through 

college. It was after taking a cruise and going to a bar in the Merriman Valley called “Sloopy’s” that Lou and Kap took 

up Jitterbug and Shag – and where the idea for this jitterbug club was born.  

Getting his start DJ-ing during the club’s early days, Fred Standridge had a musical career whose roots 

also developed in high school where he danced with his sisters and their friends. He said none of the 

other guys knew how to dance, and wouldn’t have even if they did. Playing rock and roll, country, and 

polka music with many bands after that, he drummed his way from the Akron-Cleveland area to 

California, giving up that particular music scene in 1967.   

In 1998 or thereabouts, Fred tried a “jitterbug night” held at Maples in Rootstown and, based on his high school 

experience, thought he “was the best dancer in the world.” But watching some of these jitterbugs dance, he quickly 

realized he “didn’t know anything” and to rectify that, he carefully studied their steps and patterns – and he sure knows 

what he’s doing now! Then, in 2005-2006 when another DJ in our club quit, Fred took his place. “It was a new gig for 

me and it was a lot of fun,” he said, and “I still have a drum set, play to entertain myself, and now only dream of what I 

could do years ago.”   

Most of the guys play what they like when they’re in charge, and Fred plays his favorites, too, keeping track so he 

doesn’t play the same things over and over. He truly enjoys music, seeing how it moves other people by watching the 

look on the dancers’ faces, and taking requests to play certain songs again. He says the DJs are in a good position to 

know what’s going on around them when they’re manning the turntable. They “see everything,” from where they sit 

spinning vinyl – and yes, I know that phrase dates me. What that “everything” is, I can’t say, but forewarned. 

forearmed.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why a jitterbug club? Well, being a drummer, Fred likes the music, especially that hard rock and roll beat of the 

jitterbug. He played Rock and Roll here and in California saying “it can move you; it can get you going,” and referred to 

it as “his first love.” It’s not just what brought him to this club – it’s what keeps him here.  

Venturing into the music scene with piano lessons as a young child, Dave Wilson also played trumpet in 

the school band from the 5th through 9th grades. When he found playing and marching at the same time 

difficult, he decided to quit, a decision he later regretted. But he’s still got quite a good ear for music, 

evident in his musical selections as a member of ONCJC’s distinguished DJs.  

Dave came to the jitterbug club because he “couldn’t take it with ballroom anymore. You had to be perfect,” and 

mistakes made in dancing were treated with almost the same kind of gravity reserved for military drills. It took all the 

fun out of doing it. Besides, he likes the jitterbug. It allows him to relax and have fun, and he’s been doing just that since 

about 2001.   

As a DJ, he mostly plays club music, periodically augmenting it with songs from a sizeable personal collection. And 

though he doesn’t really talk to dancers while he play songs, as some do, he’s thought about it from time to time. He’s a 

very affable guy and quite funny when he gets comfortable – really a natural for interaction with the dancers. It was only 

a few weeks ago that he did something even more fun than merely talking to the dancers. He took his mike and walked 

out onto the floor during the music, asking questions about the song that was playing, and awarding a prize to the person 

who came up with the correct answer. That experiment was a big hit, so let’s hope he tries it again – and keep those 

prizes coming, too, Dave!  

Serving as our substitute, Jerry Galas also DJs for the club’s periodic special dances. Like substitutes of 

any kind, he doesn’t get much press, a circumstance to be rectified here and now. Jerry started coming to 

the club about 2002, and that’s when he started dancing, too, something he is very good at and really 

enjoys. His tenure as a DJ came about quite by accident when he volunteered to help out one night 

because someone didn’t show up.  

As a child Jerry played the accordion – an instrument synonymous with polkas and also an integral part of his Polish 

heritage. But as he got older he put his accordion-playing days behind him, desirous of becoming, in his words, “a hard-

a**” rather than a musician. This questionable transformation was achieved for a time with the attitude and attire that 

completed that picture: chip on shoulder and tight t-shirts with cigarettes cleverly tucked in his shirtsleeves. He wanted 

to be “cool” and used this tough-guy persona to mask the self-consciousness he, like so many young men, were 

experiencing. He didn’t dance then either – again, because dancing wasn’t cool. Now, however, nothing makes Jerry 

appreciate the music, and the club, more than a dance floor full of people enjoying the music.  

He draws people into his aura with a great sense of humor and says he thoroughly enjoys being “the village clown,” a 

portrait his outgoing personality and smiling eyes support. While many DJs welcome the anonymity this job can offer, 

Jerry is not one of them, often ad-libbing and offering lead-ins to some of the songs he plays.  

Using as much of the club’s extensive music collection as possible, Jerry refers to it as an “underutilized treasure” that 

he wants us all to enjoy to the fullest extent. And if you notice a mix containing more west coast swing and shag in the 

future, that will be from his personal collection of several hundred CDs.  

And who says you can’t talk and chew gum at the same time? Each of these exceptionally multi-talented men can, and 

will, dance while they spin songs. Why  

don’t we get them together on the floor, Jack, and have them take a bow or start a mixer! Let’s show them how much we 

appreciate what a great job they all do.   

Let’s give a big hand to the boys in our band.                                                      www.lindagwhite.wordpress.com   
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Events make us more than a club; they bring us all 

together and make us a FAMILY! 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Carol”s spot 

  

 

 

 

Throughout the year at some of our club events we have drawings, 50/50’s and other events and tell our membership it is 

“for Charity”.  Some of you have asked and others just wondered, what does that mean?  

When our club was founded, we were established as a not for profit organization.  According to Wikopedia,  A nonprofit 

organization (NPO) or not-for-profit organization is an organization that uses surplus revenues to achieve its goals rather 

than distributing them as profit or dividends.[1][2]  

While not-for-profit organizations are permitted to generate surplus revenues, they must be retained by the organization 

for its self-preservation, expansion, or plans.[3] NPOs have controlling members or boards. Many have paid staff 

including management, while others employ unpaid volunteers and even executives who work with or without 

compensation (occasionally nominal).[4] Where there is a token fee, in general, it is used to meet legal requirements for 

establishing a contract between the executive and the organization.  

Designation as a nonprofit does not mean that the organization does not intend to make a profit, but rather that the 

organization has no owners and that the funds realized in the operation of the organization will not be used to benefit any 

owners.   

Some of you have asked how we could be designated as a non-profit organization and still retain a healthy bank account.  

Hopefully this definition will help the members understand.  

As for the charity donation…..per the club by-laws:         4.  Charity Committee - shall be responsible to present before 

the Executive Committee     recommendations of local charity, or charities, each year for which the Club will work to  

obtain funds for a Club contribution.     

Each year the charity committee requests suggestions from the members on deserving local charities with whom we can 

share our contributions.  All money collected throughout 2014 will be going to a local charity called Dane’s Place.  

Located in Cuyahoga Falls, this small organization provides help in many forms to people with disabilities ranging from 

personal care items to transportation.  

In years past we have donated to Falls Cancer Club, Haven of Rest, Hattie Larlham  and others.  We are always willing to 

accept suggestions from ONCJC members. The Charity committee chairperson is Carol Kyle and co-chair is Mary 

Friberg.  We welcome additions to the committee.    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Be sure to check the ABA website for sister-club events.         
www.americanbopassocation.org  
Many of the club’s parties are just a “stone’s throw” away. 
 
 

Wed June  6              Membership Meeting          6:45 
 
Wed June 11               Board Meeting 6:15 

        Birthday Cake & T-shirt 
 
Sat. June 28               Summer Picnic - Barberton Moose 
 

Wed July 2                Board Meeting 6:15 
      July 4th Celebration - Quirk -Ice Cream  
      Social 

 

Wed July 9              Birthday Cake      & T-shirt 
 
July   17-20             Jammin’ in July 
 
Sat July 26             Mid-Ohio Valley Shag Club Riverside  

     Picnic    
 
July 31-Aug 2         Mid-Ohio Boogie Bash July 31  
Wed Aug 6         Board Meeting 6:15 
 

Wed Aug 13         Birthday Cake          & T-shirt 
 
Wed Aug 27    Football Tailgate Party 
 
Other events often attended by groups of our members:  
Beckley Hangar Dance – May 16th & 17th  
St. Louis-Boogie on the River Walk – Labor Day Weekend  
SOS September 12 - 21 2014 
Louisville’s Boogie in the Blue Grass - October   
 
 
 
 
 
*Red: Club Weekend Events    * Green: Out of Town Weekend Events  * Blue: Wed. Night Special Events  General Membership Mtg. 

 

Wed Sept 3    General Membership Meeting  
 
Wed Sept 10    Board Meeting 6:15 

 Birthday Cake   & T-shirt 
 
 Sept 12         SOS September 12 - 21 2014 
 
Wed Sept 24       Charity Event 
 
Wed Oct 1      Board Meeting 6:15 

Wed Oct 8    Birthday cake    & T-shirt 
 
Sat. Oct. 25  Fall Dance  – Silver Springs 
 
Wed Oct 29  Halloween Party – Quirk 
Wed Nov 5          Board Meeting 6:15 
 
Wed Nov 12      Veteran’s Day 

  Birthday Cake  & T shirt  

Nov 12                  Moving Across the River 

Wed Dec 3  Membership Meeting Election Night   6:45 
Sat. Dec 6 Holiday Party – Greek Community Center 

Wed Dec 10       Board Meeting 6:15        

 Birthday Cake Night & T-shirt 
New Year’s Eve Party!!!! Stay tuned for details 
 

 

http://www.americanbopassocation.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


