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President’s Letter to Membership 

Happy Spring, 

When I think of the month of May, mothers and mother figures come to mind.  Nurturing, whether a child, a 

garden, or an idea, is one of their traits I admire most.  Over the past 20 years, ONCJC has been nurtured by its 

members, both male and female.  There have been ”growing pains” especially in the beginning, bumps along the 

way bringing challenges that were met, and the creation of many wonderful memories.  A BIG thank you to every 

past and present member; for all those affiliated with the club have had an influence as the club continues to grow. 

During this month we will be celebrating Cinco de Mayo as our first Special dance of the year.  Hope you have 

purchased your tickets as it is sure to be a great time.  Also, please join us as we gather on May 24 for a celebrated 

remembrance of those who gave their lives defending our freedoms. 

Looking ahead members are asked to put on their “thinking caps” and be creative when we sponsor our annual 

Charity event, June 21.  The theme this year, Gone But Not Forgotten, gives us a wide range of people, ideas, or 

things of the past to choose from.  Your Executive Board will be dressing accordingly and invite you to do the same.  

More to follow next month. 

Be sure to check the flyer table frequently for informational flyers about upcoming dance events.  You may find a 

new event that will interest you!  In the meantime, enjoy the nice weather, but don’t forget to continue joining us 

on Wednesday nights. 

Until next time -- happy to be your President, 

Cheryl Minnich 

 

 

20th Anniversary Club Shirts 

Our 20th Anniversary club shirts are available for sale.  Both styles of 

shirts (polo and oxfords) are available in women's and men's sizes.  

Men's Tall size polos are also available.  Pricing is as follows: 

Polos:  $24.00     Tall polos:  $25.00 

Oxfords:  $31.00 

Add $2.00 for 2XL, $4.00 for 3XL, $6.00 for 4XL 

Order forms are available at club on Wednesdays.  Sizing charts are 

provided to assist with sizing.  Cash or checks made out to ONCJC are 

accepted. 

http://www.oncjc.org/
http://www.oncjc.org/


“Do you want to Dance?” 
Lessons – Part One 

John I. 
 
I’ve met many people that believe they can learn a dance by only going out and social dancing, or they watch 
YouTube and say ‘now I’ve got it’. 
 
The truth is, if you ever want to truly learn a skill, you NEED lessons.  That’s just the way it is.  This applies to 
woodworking or sewing as well as dancing. 
 
Let me explain what “knowing a dance” means to me.  Knowing a dance means that a person understands and 
appreciates the technique and art form they are practicing.  It does not mean a rough approximation of some of 
the basics that allow a person to survive on the social dance floor. 
 
I have no issues with anyone at social dances, as long as they do not behave dangerously.  I’ve seen people who 
claim they are dancers when it is clear they have not invested in actually becoming one.  There are several risks 
associated with never taking lessons and “learning” on the social dance floor. 
 
Injury – This is the biggest risk.  Not taking lessons makes you likely to hurt yourself and others.  The biggest tragedy 
is, these injuries are very preventable even if just one of the partners had taken lessons and knew the dance and 
how to protect themselves from injury. 
 
Even if it’s only an occasional group lesson or just a quick question to an instructor if something feels wrong. Make 
an effort to learn properly before executing a movement.  If something hurts, stop, and ask before you do it again. 
 
Remember that random guy who is telling you the “right” way to do that crazy move most likely isn’t a teacher. He 
does not count as a lesson. 
 
Remember, always have fun, be careful and dance like nobody’s watching.  Look for part 2 of this article in next 
month’s newsletter. 

Dance Lesson Information 

MAY DANCE LESSONS 

Lessons Date Line Dances 

Night Club-2 Frank and Joyce 3 Almost Cha-Cha Cab Driver 

Night Club-2 Frank and Joyce 10 Barn Dance Little Red Book 

Line Dance Review Linda R 17 Continental Old Bones 

Night Club-2 Frank and Joyce 24 Some Enchanted Evening Colorado Cha-Cha 

Night Club-2 Intermediate Move Frank and Joyce 31 Tush Push Swamp Thang 

 

 DJ Schedule  
Schedule is subject to change due to additional DJs, sickness and vacations.  

May  June  

3  

DJ schedule under 

revision.  Watch 

for future 

updates. 

7  

DJ schedule under 

revision.  Watch 

for future 

updates. 

10 14 

17 21 

24 28 

31   



SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 

April 5, 2017 

1. Electronic record keeping was reviewed by Jeff Pifer.  Records still need to be kept in a 
notebook for easy transference/reference. 

2. Club shirt sale - first order for 37 shirts was received and to be distributed. 
3. Additional items with club logo discussed. 
4. Request by Lou Chermak, Music Chair, to make adjustment to Deejays monthly allowance 

for purchase of CDs/music discussed. 
5. There is still a need for a By-Laws revision committee chair. 

 

HOT DIG-A-DEE DOG!! 

What a great time we had on April 12 as we 

celebrated our Baseball Home Opener at the 

Quirk.  The hot dogs were cooked to perfection by 

Jack Lavis and his crew.   
 

Condiment selections were ketchup, mustard, 

relish and onions, or a delicious Coney sauce.  

Chips, soft drinks, and birthday cake rounded out 

the menu.  Decorations of red, blue, and white 

depicted our home team, the Indians.  Thanks go 

out to everyone who worked on the committee and 

to all members who participated by wearing 

baseball attire or their club shirt. 

 

 

 



Across the Years 

ONCJC Hosted a Three-Day Weekend in 2002 

 

As I sit here in my breakfast nook on this beautiful spring morning in April, I am thinking about ONCJC’s three-day 

weekend event.  It was only a few short weeks away and the club was scurrying to bring together all the finishing 

touches.  But we began the planning stages just the year before in the Spring of 2001, when we (the club officers and 

charter members) were chatting about how much we enjoyed all the ABA events around the country.  “What is the 

possibility of us (ONCJC) hosting a three-day event?” someone asked.  But we were a young club and only had 

about $5000.00 in our treasury.  An event like that usually cost much more than that to execute.  Some clubs have 

special three-day weekend accounts that total over twice what we had!  “It would be great, if we could pull it off.” 

Someone else interjected.  “Why not?” we asked ourselves.  After all, who would have thought four years ago we’d 

even have a club!  And here we are going strong, stronger than we’ve ever been!  It was true.  Our membership had 

reached over 100.  So we knew, with the help of our members, working together, WE COULD DO IT! 

And that we did - in May 2002 we held our “Spring Break” weekend event.  

 

Lou Chermak was president during the planning stages.  Burt and Betsy Sullivan were the event chairpersons.  Burt 

thought he was best suited for that position since he and Paul Hennesey were such great friends and his club was one 

of the first three day events held within the ABA.  No problem there.  We all agreed and got down to work. 

Finding a location with a room that was spacious enough to accommodate a large dance floor was number one on 

the agenda.  If we couldn’t secure a hotel with that we might as well not go any further.  It also had to be in a spot 

that was not only accessible to the major highways but to the Cleveland airport and, hopefully, with limo service.  

So Lou and Burt set out on that expedition.  They found the perfect location; the Holiday Inn Strongsville on North 

Royalton Road was it!  It had everything we needed and it was just off I-71.  

 

Next we needed to secure the committees and committee chairs.  DONE!  We had nine committees.  Publicity and 

hospitality chaired by Betsy Sullivan, event shirts and sales chaired by Joanne and Bob Folatko and George and 

Esther Makar, 50/50 drawing chaired by Nick and Sue Godzinski and Don and Pat Ondecker, music/guest DJs 

chaired by the current club DJs, tickets sales, wrist bands and roster chaired by myself, and floor installation and 

disassembly was a group project.  We rented a wooden floor from an ABA member.  Workshop and vendor 

invitations were sent out by the event chairpersons.  The event/schedule booklet, was great, but I don’t remember 

just who put it together.  Lou and I, once again, put our children to work who did a great job providing Door Security.  

Diana Williamson, Entertainment Chair, choreographed a dance routine consisting of all the moves we had 

learned at other event workshops to honor those instructors.  Diana’s dance routine was such a hit we were invited 

to perform in Columbus for their event.  And it brought tears to the eyes of the instructors present whose dance 

moves were used. 

As you can see, it takes a “Club” to create a successful three-day weekend.  And that we did!  With a song and a 

prayer, on our meager treasury, we pulled off a very successful Spring Break Event which almost 300 folks from 

area counties and states attended.  

 

Even today we are asked why we didn’t continue our Spring Break.  Well, let’s just say there are always “bumps” 

in the road along the way.  And between the bumps, the long hours and dedication of volunteers we couldn’t agree 

would always be there; we decided it would better serve the ABA if we supported their existing events and not add 

another one in competition.  Besides, we all know how hard it is to muster up enough volunteers to do their part.  

 

I can’t wait until our Big 20th Anniversary Event in December!  Mark your calendar NOW for December 9, 2017!  

This is going to be a beautiful way to end this year’s celebrations! 

 

Love to all Kap 
 

A quote from American Celebration – Whether we are ballroom, hip-hop, salsa or swing dancing, 

we are a nation that loves to move.  And, happily dancing is as alive and well today as it was 

when we twisted, hustled or did the swim decades ago.  Many thanks to May B. for donating 

this article from AARP magazine.  Look for more tidbits from the same article in future 

newsletters. 



 

2017 ONCJC ACTIVITY SCHEDULE 

20th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

DATE ACTIVITY CHAIRPERSON  

5-6 CINCO DE MAYO SPRING DANCE Maria and Steve M. SILVER SPRINGS LODGE 

5-24 Memorial Day Red, White and Blue   

    

6-21 Charity Dance Mary F., Carol K.  

    

7-5 Ice cream Social Ed C.  

7-12 General Membership Meeting   

    

8-5 SUMMER BEACH PARTY Carol K. SILVER SPRINGS LODGE 

    

9-6 Football-Tailgate Party/cake   

    

10-11 General Membership Meeting - NOMINATIONS  

10-20 PIG ROAST (Indoor/Outdoor Event)  AT HERITAGE BARN 

10-25  Halloween Party   

    

11-8 Veteran’s Day/cake Cheryl M.  

    

12-6 General Membership Meeting - NOMINATIONS  

12-9 20th ANNIVERSARY HOLIDAY DANCE Kap C. GREEK COMMUNITY  

CENTER 

    

*** 2nd Wednesday of each month is BIRTHDAY CAKE & CLUB SHIRT NIGHT 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Desired Information 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Email Address 

May Door Greeters  Club Information info@ONCJC.org 

3 Jennifer Dobrilovic and Kevin Farlow  Dance Lessons lessons@ONCJC.org 

10 Ted and Dianne Mosko  Newsletter Editor newsletter@ONCJC.org 

17 Mary Peticca and Linda Thomas  Photos media@ONCJC.org 

24 Paul Balliet and Judie Connor  Website webmaster@ONCJC.org 

31 ? and ?    

 

 

 

 



 

9 Lee F  23 Tom G 

9 Maria M  23 Pete S 

9 Albert M  24 Joseph M. S 

10 Ron A  24 Stanley S 

10 Devin K  24 Delbert G. S 

15 Cathy R  25 Jan F 

17 Janet L  26 Brad L 

19 Patrick C  29 Carol K 

19 Zanna F  30 May G 

19 Rick R  30 Kathy S 

 

Past President 
2002, 2003 and 2004 

 
 
 
 

Kap Chermak 

Past President 
2005 and 2006 

 
 
 
 
 

Diana Williamson 
 

 


