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Hello Everyone!  Please click on the link to view the flyer 

2017 ABA Hawaii Cruise 

President’s Letter to Membership 
 

Dear Fellow Dancers, 
 

I have had the privilege of reviewing the history of our club utilizing the notebooks that have been kept yearly since the club’s 

beginning.  Most of us (myself included) are not aware of what it takes to get a dance club up and running.  I want to share with 

you some of the things I am learning along the way.  I hope you enjoy… 

ONCJC---THE FORMATIVE YEARS 

Many things were occurring at the end of 1997 as the dance club was being formed.  Preserving and promoting Jitterbug dancing 

in a friendly, social atmosphere was the main goal of the “Founding Fathers.”  The name, Ohio’s North Coast Jitterbug Connection, 

was developed to reflect the dancers from the Cleveland/Akron areas.  A club logo was designed by Kap Chermak and Karen 

Guinter.  Officers were established as well as By-Laws modeled after the Cincinnati Bop Club’s By-Laws.  Dues were set at $36 

initial payment and $30 for renewals thereafter.  Dance lessons were to be offered free to members while guests would pay a fee 

to attend. 
 

Once a place to dance, the Hudson Inn, was contracted advertising began.  Flyers, multiple newspaper ads, and “word of mouth” 

introduced people to the new dance club in town.  Eventually name badges and club shirts were designed and worn to promote the 

club. 
 

In the beginning, music was borrowed from club members and other clubs and played on a CD player.  Over the next year the 

challenge was to purchase speakers, amps, a sound system and CDs to start the club's own music library.  Some of this music and 

equipment was donated by members and friends of dance. 
 

The first dance was held at the K of C hall from 8-12 pm.  This event was attended by 4 members and 8 non-members.  Weekly 

dances were held at the Hudson Inn on Wednesdays from 7-10:30 pm.  By the end of January 1998 there were 30 members which 

grew to 112 by the end of the year. 
 

Income during the first few years was from club dues, monetary donations, and 50/50 raffles.  Gift donations were used as raffle 

or door prizes.  Most of the special functions were covered dish dinners to save money.  Sixty-six tickets for the 1999 Christmas 

dance sold for $15 (food cost then was $8.95/person). 
 

As if establishing a music collection, obtaining equipment to play the music, advertising and organizing the dances weren’t enough; 

the club, less than a year old, had to search for another place to dance.  When the Hudson Inn closed its doors in August 1998 the 

Cuyahoga Falls Moose became the “home” of ONCJC.  
 

During the next two years membership was up and down.  The club formed more committees in order to share responsibilities of 

keeping the club growing in both numbers and content.  The music collection grew to include types of swing music played at other 

clubs.  Line dancing was introduced and offered twice an evening.  ONCJC joined the American Bop Association and a lot of 

networking and support was obtained from the “sister” clubs which helped with growth. 
 

Next up, the planning and execution of the one and only club sponsored 3 day event. 
 

Always happy to be your President 

Cheryl Minnich  

http://www.oncjc.org/
http://www.oncjc.org/
http://www.americanbopassociation.com/#!hawaiian-cruise-2017/c1xh5


Memory Lane 
ONCJC Sets Out to Find a Home 

 

Now that we had our name, officers, and dues paid by all the Charter Members, we had to find a location to dance, so we could 

advertise get this “show on the road!” 

 

We all were on the hunt and Burt Sullivan found and struck a deal with the Knights of Columbus Hall on Transportation Blvd. in 

Cleveland.  It was really nice.  They provided snacks and a cash bar.  Joe Price (our resident DJ) was all set to play his tunes.  Now 

we just had to provide the dancers!  Advertising was placed in all the local newspapers and flyers were printed and put out 

everywhere we went.  As the time grew closer to “D day” our excitement grew.  We had received notification from Paul Hennessey, 

VP of the American Bop Association, that he and other friends would be coming from Cincinnati to help us celebrate our kick-off 

dance.  WOW!  But now, everything just had to be perfect!  And we prayed that people would come!  We charged admission to 

help cover the cost of the hall.  It turned out to be a fantastic evening!  We were flying high on cloud 9!  We did it!  We had a 

club!  We had dancers! 

 

The Knights of Columbus was a very nice place, but it was costly and not centrally located.  We wanted to hold our dances every 

week and our little bank account wouldn’t support this venue, not knowing what our attendance would be week after week.   

 

It wasn’t long before Lou noticed that the Hudson, formerly known as the Yankee Clipper, on Rt. 8, had reopened.  We checked 

it out and we were able to strike a sweet deal with the new owner.  This was more like it!  We had the room for FREE and a place 

to store our equipment.  All we had to do was purchase drinks from the bar and encourage people to buy their food.  Time to 

advertise again and hold our first dance at what we were hoping would be our “forever” home.  The day came and to our surprise 

we had fantastic attendance!  Our club began to grow by leaps and bounds!  The Akron Beacon Journal paid us a visit and wrote 

a very nice article which brought more dancers our way!  We were off the ground and reveling in our success!  

 

Until the phone call came!  The Hudson was going under and being repossessed!  We had 24 hours to grab our equipment and 

clear out!  EGAD!!  Now what are we going to do!  There was a dance scheduled for the next week!  We had NO way to notify 

people about this predicament!  Where were we to go!  What were we to do!  

 

God does work in strange ways…. Lou had done a survey for the Cuyahoga Falls Moose Lodge located just down the road on Ol’ 

Rt. 8.  They had a wonderful wood dance floor and maybe, just maybe, they’d be open to adopting us.  He stopped in there to see 

and without skipping a beat we had a new home for the club and they were available for us to occupy the next week!  Now, we 

had the dilemma of how to let people know about the move.  There wasn’t time to advertise so Lou and I put our kids and their 

friends to work making huge signs with the new location and then they stood at the driveway entrance to send the dancers to the 

Moose!  Worked like a charm!  We thought we had found our forever home once again. 

 

Well, nothing is “forever.”  After several years with the Moose we needed to find a new venue.  We had outgrown the location.  

And with the assistance of Bruce and Cheryl Minnich, who taught dance lessons at the Quirk Cultural Center, we had a new, 

wonderful home.  And hopefully this is going to be our “happily ever after” home!   

 

Thank you for going on this journey down memory lane with me.  It has been quite a journey, as you can see.  

 

Never a dull moment with ONCJC.  Until next month with more memories.   

 

Love Kap 

Betsy and Burt Sullivan    Jackie and Joe Price Karen Guinter  Don and Patty Ondecker Kap and Lou Chermak 

“Some of Our Charter Members” 
 



Splinters From The Board 

January 4, 2017—Executive Meeting 

1. Requested questions from the Board to be addressed at the ABA meeting in Nashville on January 7, 2017. 

2. Discussion regarding lifetime memberships.  Criteria to be determined. 

3. 2017 budget reviewed.  Ancillary expenses (repairs or unexpected necessary purchases) for past three years to 

be compiled by Treasurer and presented at next meeting. 

 

Back to the Basics 

John I. 
 

In December Penny and I kicked off a series of lessons that we are calling “Back to the Basics.”  A 

reset, if you will, which Webster’s says is “to set again or anew.”  The intent is to reset our skill 
level making sure we don’t get lazy with our skills.  We covered some basic lead and follow 

techniques geared towards East Coast swing, but useful for all styles of dance.  We covered such 
things as leading your lady to where you want her and making sure both partners maintain their 
hands in dance position.  Leaders make sure you get out of your lady’s way on each and every 

move.  Ladies, make sure you are following your leaders lead and not do what you think he wants 
you to do.  Frame, frame, frame was discussed over and over because it’s not just for ladies, men 
must maintain their frame as well.  With proper framework, a couple can dance as one which 

allows for smoother and fun dancing. 

 

During 2017 we plan to have more instructors “get back to the basics” of whatever dance style is 

being taught. 

 

 

Dance Lesson Information 
FEBRUARY DANCE LESSONS  

Lessons Date Line Dances 
East Coast Swing Jerry and Linda 1 Almost Cha-cha Biker Shuffle 
Night Club-2 Jimmy F. 8 Barn Dance Little Red Book 
West Coast Swing Jack L. 15 Continental Old Bones 
West Coast Swing Jack L. 22 Some Enchanted Evening Colorado Cha-Cha 
 

MARCH DANCE LESSONS 

Lessons Date Line Dances 
Cha-cha Kevin and Jennifer 1 Tush Push Swamp Thang 
Cha-cha Kevin and Jennifer 8 Uptown Funky Cruisin’ 
Cha-cha Kevin and Jennifer 15 Biker Shuffle Barn Dance 

Cha-cha Kevin and Jennifer 22 Little Red Book Continental 

 

 



“Do You Want To Dance?” 

John I. 
 

Last month I started a series on tips and techniques to hopefully help us all be better dancers and 

have more fun dancing.  It all starts with “Do you want to dance,” but goes beyond those mere 

words.  Being able to execute the dance moves requires some skill. 

 

To acquire this skill, take lessons in the style of dance you want to learn.  Find an accredited 

source for your lessons because learning on the dance floor can be difficult.  Today there are many 

ways to get lessons from private, one on one lessons, group lessons, or using You Tube.  Find a 

source that works best for you. 

 

You can become a better dancer if your shoes are correct for dancing.  This means the soles of 

your shoes should help you glide across the floor.  Leather or suede soles work best.  Bowling 

shoes and dance “tennys” work well also.  Tennis shoes stick making movement difficult.  A shoe 

repairman can attach a suede bottom to a favorite pair of shoes cheaper than buying new dance 

shoes. 

 

Hopefully these tips help you become the dancer you want to be. 

 

“Dance is not an answer.  Dance is a question.  “Yes” is the answer. 

 

 DJ Schedule  
Schedule is subject to change due to additional DJs, sickness and vacations.  

February  March 

1 Lou C. – Dave W.  1 Lou C. – Dave W.  

8 Eddy C. – Jerry G.  8 Eddy C. – Jerry G.  
15 Dave W. – Lou C.  15 Dave W. – Lou C.  
22 Jerry G. – Eddy C. 22 Jerry G. – Eddy C. 

   29 Lou C. – Dave W. 

 

 

  

 

February Door Greeters  

1 Carol Kyle and ?  

8 Paul Balliet and Kaye Haskins  

15 ? and ?  

22 ? and ?  

 



2017 ONCJC ACTIVITY SCHEDULE 

20th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

DATE ACTIVITY CHAIRPERSON  

2-15 Valentine’s Day Celebration Kathy M.  

    

3-15 St. Patrick’s Day Celebration Mary Ellen S.  

    

4-12 Home Opener Quirk/cake Jack L.  

    

5-6 CINCO DE MAYO SPRING DANCE Maria and Steve M. At SILVER SPRINGS 

5-24 Memorial Day Red, White and Blue   

    

6-21 Charity Dance Mary F., Carol K.  

    

7-5 Ice cream Social Ed C.  

    

8-5 SUMMER BEACH PARTY  At SILVER SPRINGS 

    

9-6 Football-Tailgate Party/cake   

    

10-20 PIG ROAST (Indoor/Outdoor Event)  AT HERITAGE BARN 

10-25  Halloween Party   

    

11-8 Veteran’s Day/cake Cheryl M.  

    

12-9 20th ANNIVERSARY HOLIDAY DANCE Kap C. GREEK COMMUNITY  

CENTER 

    

*** 2nd Wednesday of each month is BIRTHDAY CAKE & CLUB SHIRT NIGHT 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Happy 
Birthday  

to The  
Following 
Members 

 

1 James B. 
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3 Steven C. 

3 Barbara L. 

3 Christopher A. 

5 James T. 

9 Danny C. 

10 Rose Marie S. 

11 Lou C. 

11 Bruce E. W. 

16 Chett W. 

18 Charles A. 

20 Ed C. 

21 Linda D. 

21 Georgia L. K. 

22 Ruth M. 

23 Jennifer D. 

25 Janie L. 

26 Rick H. 

26 Edward R. 

29 Wilson M. 



Swing Fling time 
 

It is Swing Fling time once again! Join us for the first dance event to kick off the ABA Dance season! 

We are in high gear and ready to celebrate a beginning to 2017 with all of our dance friends. This is 

our 6th Annual Swing Fling and it continues to grow each year. Our event is held in Evansville at the 

Holiday Inn Airport March 2-3. The venue is amazing with an indoor heated pool and whirlpool, a 

cocktail lounge and fitness center. Use the code SFE to receive the event rate! 

 

Phil Doroll, Louis Schreiber, LaDonna Campbell along with Mike and Kim Nelson will be the 

instructors and performers for SF2017. These instructors bring such a variety of instruction and 

entertainment that you are guaranteed a good time all weekend long. Include our DJ’s in this mix and 

we are up for a fantastic kick off weekend for 2017! Our DJ’s include Bud Waters, Mike Hall, Randy 

Hargis and several of our very own local DJ’s. The dance floor will be HOT all weekend with their 

assortment of dance music.  

 

Our dance lessons include: East/West Coast Swing, Waltz, Cha Cha, Line Dance and of course some 

of the favorites are the instructors choice! We can’t wait to see what they choose to thrill us with this 

year! Our Professional Dancers will be performing for us again this year and that entertainment is 

always top notch.  

 

Here is a link to access our webpage ERCBOPCLUB and our ERC FB Page. The website has a link 

to purchase tickets via PayPal. 

 

Attached you will find a flyer with info for the event and contact information.   

 

Tammy and I (JR) look forward to seeing each and every one of you in several weeks!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Evansville River City Bop Club 

 

Board Members: Kathy Osborn, President 

 JR Compton, Vice President 

 Cecilia Kuester, Secretary 

 Tammy Jacobs, Treasurer 

 

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/evansville/evvfo/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-HI-_-USA-_-EVVFO
http://ercbopclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Evansville-River-City-Bop-Club-105006709553096/




 


